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A Reading Guide for Book Club Discussion 

 

A Treasure Hunt with Heart and Soul 

Steven P. Gower's "Secrets of the Majestic Meridian" is that rare gem of contemporary fiction, 
a rollicking adventure story that never sacrifices character depth for thrills, a treasure hunt 
that asks profound questions about what we truly value. Part historical mystery, part 
romantic adventure, and entirely captivating, this novel invites readers into a world where a 
legendary shipwreck holds secrets worth far more than gold. With its perfect balance of 
page-turning suspense and meaningful exploration of loyalty, integrity, and human 
connection, Gower has crafted a story that will keep your book club talking long after the last 
page is turned. 

The Story: Where History Meets Adventure 

At the heart of "Secrets of the Majestic Meridian" lies one of numismatics' greatest 
mysteries: the 1933 Gold Double Eagle coins, legendary treasures that have captivated 
collectors for generations. When protagonist Emma stumbles upon clues linking these 
priceless coins to a forgotten maritime disaster, the sinking of the luxury liner Majestic 
Meridian, she finds himself drawn into a quest that spans decades and crosses continents. 
The enigmatic Prince Hoboken, a historical figure shrouded in mystery, becomes central to 
unraveling what really happened when the ship went down, and why its secrets have 
remained hidden for so long. 

But this isn't a solitary quest. Emma's journey intertwines with Jack's, and together they form 
a partnership that becomes the novel's emotional anchor. As they follow the trail of clues, 
decode historical documents, and piece together a puzzle that others have either 
overlooked or deliberately obscured, they must navigate not only the physical dangers of 
their search but also the complex terrain of trust, ambition, and moral choice. The treasure 
hunt becomes a crucible that tests not just their resourcefulness, but their values. 

Gower populates his story with an ensemble cast of memorable characters, allies, and 
adversaries, historians and opportunists, each with their own stake in the mystery. The 
narrative moves fluidly between past and present, allowing readers to experience both the 
historical events surrounding the Majestic Meridian's fateful voyage and the contemporary 
race to uncover its secrets. 
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Themes: Beyond the Treasure 

While the hunt for the Gold Double Eagles provides the narrative drive, Gower uses this 
framework to explore deeper questions that will resonate with thoughtful readers. What do 
we owe to history? When does a treasure belong to its finder, and when does it belong to the 
world? The novel grapples with issues of ownership and legacy in ways that feel relevant to 
our current conversations about cultural heritage and historical accountability. 

More intimately, the story examines the nature of loyalty and friendship. Jack and Emma's 
relationship evolves against a backdrop of high stakes and constant uncertainty, forcing both 
characters to decide what kind of people they want to be when everything is on the line. The 
novel asks: What does it mean to do the right thing when the right thing isn't clear? How do 
we balance personal gain against collective good? These aren't abstract philosophical 
questions in Gower's hands; they're lived dilemmas that give the story its emotional weight. 

Character Insights: Jack and Emma's Journey 

Jack and Emma's relationship is the novel's beating heart. Their partnership evolves from a 
circumstantial alliance to a genuine connection, and Gower traces this development with 
nuance and authenticity. Both characters experience significant growth: Jack learns to trust 
and collaborate after years of self-reliance, while Emma discovers her own strength and 
voice. Their dynamic, marked by witty banter, mutual respect, and growing affection, 
provides both levity and depth. Watching them navigate professional partnership and 
personal attraction while under pressure creates a compelling emotional throughline that 
complements the external adventure. 

Writing Style: Accessible Excellence 

Gower writes with a clean, engaging style that prioritizes clarity without sacrificing 
sophistication. His prose moves swiftly, propelling readers through action sequences and 
quieter character moments with equal skill. The dialogue sparkles with humor and 
authenticity, while the historical elements are woven seamlessly into the narrative without 
overwhelming it. This is storytelling that respects both the intelligence and the time of its 
readers, literary enough to satisfy those who want substance, accessible enough for pure 
entertainment seekers. 
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Why This Works for Book Clubs 

"Secrets of the Majestic Meridian" offers rich potential for discussion on multiple levels. The 
ethical questions it raises about treasure, ownership, and historical responsibility can spark 
fascinating debates. The character relationships provide entry points for discussing 
partnership, trust, and personal growth. The historical elements invite exploration of how we 
engage with the past. And the adventure framework ensures that even members who prefer 
pure entertainment will find plenty to enjoy. It's a book that works for diverse reading tastes 
while giving everyone common ground for meaningful conversation. 

The Author's Craft 

Gower's greatest achievement may be his ability to balance multiple elements without 
dropping any threads. The pacing never flags, yet character development never feels rushed. 
Historical detail enriches without overwhelming. Romance enhances without dominating. 
Humor lightens without undercutting stakes. This is masterful storytelling that understands 
how different elements can work in harmony, creating a reading experience that satisfies on 
every level. For book clubs seeking that elusive combination of entertainment and 
substance, "Secrets of the Majestic Meridian" delivers magnificently. 

Historical Context: The Legend of the 1933 Gold Double Eagle 

The 1933 Gold Double Eagle coins at the center of this story are among the most fascinating 
artifacts in American numismatic history. Minted during the depths of the Great Depression, 
these $20 gold pieces were never officially circulated. President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
Executive Order 6102, issued in April 1933, required Americans to surrender their gold coins, 
bullion, and certificates to help stabilize the banking system. The newly minted Double 
Eagles were ordered to be melted down, all 445,500 of them. Yet a handful escaped 
destruction, smuggled out of the Philadelphia Mint through means that remain murky to this 
day. For decades, possessing one was illegal, making them the ultimate forbidden treasure. 
In 2002, a single specimen sold at auction for over $7.5 million; in 2021, it sold again at 
auction for $18.9 million, and its mystique has only grown. These coins represent not just 
monetary value but a tangible piece of American history, symbols of economic crisis, 
government power, and the enduring human impulse to preserve beauty and rarity against 
all odds 

 



A Literary Glimpse: "Secrets of the Majestic Meridian"  

by Steven P. Gower – https:\\www.steve-gower.com 

 
 

Page 4 of 6 
 

 

Book Club Discussion Questions 

1. Jack and Emma face repeated choices between personal gain and doing what's 
ethically right. When, if ever, do you think they make the wrong choice? What would 
you have done differently? 

2. The novel explores who has the right to claim historical treasures. Should the 1933 
Double Eagles belong to whoever finds them, the government, or the public? How do 
we balance individual rights with collective heritage? 

3. How does Jack's character evolve throughout the story? What specific moments 
mark his transformation from solitary treasure hunter to someone who values 
partnership and community? 

4. The relationship between Jack and Emma develops under extraordinary pressure. Do 
you think their connection would survive in ordinary circumstances? What does the 
story suggest about relationships forged in crisis? 

5. Agent Quinn operates in a moral gray area between law enforcement and personal 
conviction. Is he ultimately a hero, a villain, or something more complex? How do his 
actions complicate our understanding of "doing the right thing"? 

6. The novel weaves together past and present timelines. How does learning the 
historical truth about the Majestic Meridian's sinking change your understanding of 
the contemporary treasure hunt? 

7. Several characters, Mel Stewart, Obloo, and Sticky, represent different degrees of 
moral compromise in pursuit of wealth. What distinguishes acceptable ambition 
from destructive greed in the story? 

8. By the novel's end, what do you think Jack and Emma have truly gained? Is the real 
treasure the coins, the historical discovery, their relationship, or something else 
entirely? 
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If You Loved This, Try... 

"The Dante Club" by Matthew Pearl: A literary mystery that combines historical figures 
with treasure-hunt elements, perfect for readers who enjoyed the historical depth and 
puzzle-solving aspects of Gower's novel. 

"The Rule of Four" by Ian Caldwell and Dustin Thomason: An intellectual treasure hunt 
centered on a Renaissance text, offering similar themes of friendship, academic mystery, 
and the tension between ambition and ethics. 

"Treasure Island" by Robert Louis Stevenson: The classic adventure that defined the 
treasure-hunt genre, featuring memorable characters and moral complexity beneath its 
swashbuckling surface. 

"The Historian" by Elizabeth Kostova: A globe-spanning historical mystery with romance 
and danger, appealing to readers who loved the international scope and archival detective 
work in "Secrets of the Majestic Meridian." 

"Clive Cussler's Dirk Pitt series": For those craving more underwater adventure and 
maritime mysteries, Cussler's novels deliver non-stop action with historical intrigue and 
charismatic heroes. 

Setting as Character 

Gower's locations are far more than backdrops, they're active participants in the story. The 
gritty authenticity of the working docks, with their weathered boats and salty characters, 
grounds the adventure in tangible reality. The underwater wreck site becomes a place of both 
wonder and danger, where the past literally surfaces to meet the present, and where every 
dive carries risk and revelation. The Grand Cayman Islands sequences introduce a sun-
drenched contrast, yet even paradise harbors shadows when treasure and desperation 
collide. Each setting shapes the action and reflects the story's themes: the docks represent 
honest labor and community, the wreck embodies hidden history demanding to be 
uncovered, and the islands symbolize both escape and the inescapability of moral choice. 

The Heart of the Story 

Ultimately, "Secrets of the Majestic Meridian" succeeds because it understands that the 
best treasure hunts are never really about the treasure. They're about who we become in 
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pursuit of it, who we choose to trust along the way, and what we're willing to sacrifice or 
protect. Jack and Emma's journey reminds us that the most valuable discoveries are often 
the ones we make about ourselves and each other. Gower has crafted a story that thrills and 
entertains while quietly asking us to consider what we truly value, a question that lingers 
long after the adventure ends. Your book club will close this novel, having been thoroughly 
entertained. Still, you'll keep talking about it because it's given you something more: a mirror 
for examining your own choices, loyalties, and definitions of treasure. 

 

The literary glimpse emphasizes: 

I've created a comprehensive literary glimpse for "Secrets of the Majestic Meridian" tailored 
not only for the Oprah Book Club audience, but also for any book club looking for their next 
book. This reading guide highlights the book's appeal on multiple levels as an adventure 
story, a character-driven narrative, and a work with substantive themes worth discussing. 

- The exciting treasure hunt premise involving the legendary 1933 Gold Double Eagle coins 

- The deeper themes of loyalty, integrity, and moral choice 

- Jack and Emma's compelling relationship arc 

- The book's discussion-worthy questions about ownership, legacy, and doing the right 
thing 

- The balance of entertainment and substance that makes it ideal for book clubs 

 

The tone is enthusiastic yet literary, positioning the novel as both page-turning fun and 
meaningful reading that will spark great conversations.  


